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IT’S TAKEN NEARLY 50 YEARS! 
John Inglis 

No, not fifty years to rebuild my M type. That 
only took ten years. It has taken since 1969 to 
find out a little of its past prior to me acquiring 
it in Edinburgh in 1969. On the Caledonian 
Centre’s visit to the Tain Classic Car Show  in 
June, Bob MacGillivray was approached by 
a lady, Moira Maclntosh, with a photo taken 
in about 1938 of her father posing by his MG 
M type WG 1035. In the best tradition of the 
Club, Bob put us in touch with each other. 
Moira and her husband and Mary Belle and l 
and the M type met for lunch at a restaurant 
just south of Huntly. We spent a very pleasant 
afternoon chatting about the car , her father 
and his family. The photo only came to light a month before and Moira thinks it was taken in 1938 and 
her parents lived in Buchlyvie, Stirlingshire. As Moira was not born until after the war, she did not know 
much about the history of the car but nevertheless she was pleased to have a short run in her father ‘s 
car and was intrigued by how small and relatively simple it was. I was very pleased to meet her and 
get a little information about the car and a photo, but it still leaves a huge gap of over 30 years 
including what it did during the war. The MG factory records for most of the M types are long lost, and 
Stirlingshire Council disposed of it’s vehicle records a long time ago so l may have to wait another 50 
years to fill in the gaps. 

I bought the car in Edinburgh where I was working at the time. I bought it from the brother of the 
owner who was working abroad. It shared a very leaky old garage with an D type MG with a dickie 
seat. Is it still about? The D was in much better condition than the M but was not for sale, so £60 
changed hands and l became the proud owner of an 1932 M type that had definitely seen better 
days .l and most other MG owners at that time knew nothing about these cars as few had survived 
the war years and their expected life had been only a few years. The challenge of rebuilding the car 
then was considerable as there was little information about the details of them available. I took the 
easy option and bought a TC in pieces to rebuild, a nice straight forward rebuild !! l had just sold my 
MGA (UFS 673) as we needed a car with more seats and l thought that the TC would not take too 
long and allow me to continue to enjoy open air motoring , and l still enjoy the TC very much. 

At that time there was in the MG Car Club a small group of M type 
owners trying to rebuild their cars. We exchanged brown paper 
patterns of parts, Gestetner duplicated copies of sketches of details 
and measurements and small batches of parts were made where a 
good original could be used as a pattern. All correspondence was 
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FROM THE  

CHAIRMAN 
Tony Smith 

We have just completed a full and 
interesting year with a number of firsts 
and excellent attendance at our 
events 

A new event in January was the “Ain 
Car Run” and despite a snowy and 
icy day there was brilliant sunshine on 
the route to Balmaha. The run 
attracted new members and was 
enjoyed by all. 

We held our regular Dreadnought 
Technical Day hosted by Brian Luti in 
February and a new Remapping Day 
for “K” series engines in September. 
Both events were well attended. 

This year we also visited events 
elsewhere including some with Tyne 
Tees Centre, a trip to Tain show with 
the Highland MGOC, the Gathering 
of the Clans at Doune with Tayside 
MGOC and of course our regular trip 
to Silverstone and MG Live in June. 

Our Social events including the New 
Year’s Day lunch the Tribute Night in 
Pitlochry and our March and 
November Lunches all went down 
well. 

The comprehensive programme of 
one day runs together with the 3 day 
tour to the Mull of Galloway, the 3 
day tour to Arran and the 5 day 
Highland Heather tour which 
included a visit to the British 
Mainland’s most westerly point of 
Ardnamurchan were enjoyed by all 
who attended. 

We attended 3 shows with the club 
stand and were fortunate to win best 
stand at Thirlestane and Bo’ness. This 
year we majored on the V8 
anniversaries and in keeping with the 
show theme we developed a range 
of V8 Caledonian regalia which sold 
very well. 

In the coming year of 2019 we are 
bringing to you as Members a full 
programme of tours, shows and social 
events for you to enjoy. 

I am looking forward together with 
the committee to meeting as many 
of you as I can at our events during 
next year. 

done by mail then and it all took a long time. Meanwhile we 
moved to Aberdeen with the M coming up with our meagre 
furniture in the furniture van. My car had no bodywork 
behind the seats but l bought, through the small group, one 
of a batch of boot floor rails, boot top rails and a boot lid 
which simplified rebuilding that end on the bodywork. The 
front and the doors were original and just needed repairing 
or copying. Covering the finished body in fabric was a 
daunting task done on a hot day after hanging the fabric 
on the washing line until the fabric was nice and soft. 
Deciding what and how much padding to use under the 
fabric took a bit of experimentation to get the right feel to 
the finished fabric body. 

The mechanics were relatively straightforward as the axles 
and steering were in reasonable condition. The three speed 
gearbox is very simple as far as gearboxes go which was just 
as well as l could not find any workshop information about it. 
Being only three speeds , second gear has a hard life and 
after a trial run or two round the private roads at a reservoir 
with no body on the car l decided to strip an other gearbox 
and fit the better looking second gear which was not so 
noisy. The engine, which was the original engine for the car, 
was in pieces when l got it and it took me a long time to 
pluck up the courage to make a start. I found that generally 
all the bits were in good condition and could only conclude 
that the car had not done all that many miles. The bores 
were standard and hardly worn just needing new stepped 
rings. I had to have one big end remetalled locally. I had to 
pay the foreman’s rate for the work as he was the only one 
who knew how to do it. Surprisingly nearly all the engine 
parts had been stamped with a very nice little MG badge. I 
have read that MG did strip and prepare the engines that 
they got from Morris. Setting up an overhead cam engine is 
a difficult job but that only means that it takes longer, much 
longer. So by 1983 the car was back on the road and has 
been every year since. 

M types are a delight to drive so long as you are not in a 
hurry, not too tall, and don’t mind getting wet from time to 
time. You can see why the M type was such a success in the 
1920’s and early 30’s . They sold more than 3000 cars over 
four years production . It must have been a huge revelation 
when compared with the typical lumbering ponderous car 
of the period. It made the MG name and they continued to 
make all the cars that we all own and cherish now. 
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Every year we try to establish a theme to major on at the shows 
we attend.  This year there were several V8 anniversaries so with 
the help of the show sub group of Tony, Paul, Glenn and myself 
we put things together. 

The first show was Thirlestane which unfortunately clashed with MG 
Live at Silverstone.  Resources were therefore split with the majority 
of cars heading for a wet day in the Borders.  Tony Smith reports; 

‘Sunday morning was very wet but undaunted the cars and 
members arrived and we were able to complete the erection of 
flags, bunting and the V8 Anniversary banner. 

As our site had two boundaries onto pathways we were able to 
have an open semi-circular display of MGs across the years from a 
square rigger through to an MG3. 

The centre piece was 3 Oxford Blue RV8s together on the curve as 
well as one of each of the anniversary models displayed under 
the V8 banner. 

In the gazebos we had the usual excellent catering, membership 
information and regalia for sale together with the CarBQ for a hot 
burger. 

The stand looked good and must have impressed the judges as 
we won the best club stand award. 

A tremendous effort from all made the day!’ 

In contrast MG Live Silverstone was exceptionally warm and the 

small team appreciated the 
new CRB layout of individual 
gazebos.  It was a great 
weekend but next year we 
would hope to have a larger 
team and put on the normal 
standard of Caledonian MG 
Live display! 

At the invitation of Highland 
MG a small group made a 
weekend out of a visit to the 
Tain Classic Car Show.  The 
small, friendly show was 
excellent and as you can read 
elsewhere in this issue we had a 
very interesting conversation 
with the daughter of an M type 
owner. 

For many years the cry has 
been ‘If it’s July it must be 
Glamis’ and so we made our 
a n n u a l  v i s i t  t o  t h e 
Extravaganza. On the same site 
as last year we had another 
good turnout of V8s and MGs in 
general’.  Our numbers were 
similar to 2017 and once again 
the event and weekend was 

Bob MacGillivray 



5 

SECRETARY’S  
REPORT 

Nancy Crichton 

The membership of the 
Caledonian Centre this year 
has taken a bit of a dip. We 
appear to be attracting new 
and younger members to the 
Centre but our overall 
numbers are down. We 
currently have around 368 
members which is around 20 
less than this time last year – 
not a disaster. We are one of 
the smaller Centres in the UK 
but the Caledonian Centre still 
stands out in the membership 
drive. The Chairman of the 
MGCC has put up an award 
for recruitment to help us all to 
focus on new members. I am 
sure we will rise to the 

challenge.  

Our full programme of events 
for 2019 is almost complete 
and we look forward to seeing 
everyone at least one of these 

events.  

We are still requiring some of 
you to give your consent to 
using your email addresses to 
contact you with Centre news, 
something now required by 
the updated data protection 
laws (GDPR) Therefore if you 
have not given your consent 
to use your email address or 
have changed your address 
could you either contact me 
at mgcalsec@yahoo.com or 
email Bob MacGillivray at 

mgcarsscotland@gmail.com    

The AGM will be on Tuesday 
2nd April 2019 at 7:30pm, in 
the Royal Hotel, Bridge of 
Allan. Coffee, tea and home 
baking will be available from 

7:00pm. 

If there is a topic that you 
would like to discuss at the 
AGM, please contact me with 
the subject well in advance so 
that we can include it in the 

agenda. 

Email mgcalsec@yahoo.com 
or telephone 01236 739758. 

enjoyed by all who supported it. 
But it’s possible that in future 
years it will not be the Flagship 
show for the Centre. 

For the second year a small 
group attended in August, the 
Dumfries show.  Again Tony Smith 
reports; 

‘Once again it was on a wet 
Sunday morning. We set up our 
small gazebo on our chosen 
corner site. 

We had MGBs, GTV8s, RV8s a ZR, 
ZS, ZTT and the ZT260. 

A really good display with a fair 
amount of interest in what is 
essentially a modern classic enthusiasts show. 

An enjoyable day was had by all and as the weather cleared we 
all enjoyed good company with cake and coffee!’ 

And so to our final show for the year…. Bo’ness!  This has grown in 
stature since we attended the first Revival 11 years ago and just as 
the numbers attending have increased so has the standard of 
displays!  It’s no longer enough just to line cars up perhaps with a 
few ‘specials’!  So we raised our standard yet again and with the 
help of a ride on mower loaned from David Reid the grass on our 
site was trimmed on the previous Thursday evening.   Flowers from 
all sorts of sources were obtained and the conclusion on the 
Sunday was another Best Stand award.  But it wasn’t just the grass 
and flowers that made it, we had our best display of V8s this year 
including the V8GT of past V8 Register Chairman Victor Smith.  In 
addition and for the first time several of our cars took part in the 
Saturday run and a good number of members attended the 
Saturday evening dinner.  It was an excellent weekend.  Next year 
the organisers may need to extend the size of the rally field! 

So again a successful year for the Centre, 6 shows attended of 
varying size, members appreciative of our efforts and another 
couple of pots for the trophy cabinet. 

Now to plan 2019….! 

mailto:mgcalsec@yahoo.com
mailto:mgcarsscotland@gmail.com


6 

FROM CHEQUERED 
HISTORY TO 
CHEQUERED FLAG 
The Story of PAS 337 

Keith Beningfield 

My first car, a TC was bought in 1968 when I was an 
apprentice age 20. This was rebuilt and used as the 
daily driver, and from 1970 onwards was supercharged and raced and hill climbed in the MGCC T 
Register championship until 1975 when it was sold to a gentleman in Switzerland.  (In 2016 the car 
resurfaced still in Switzerland).   Roll on till 2001, and a chance remark by my good lady, "don't you 
ever fancy another TC?"  was all I needed. Co-incidentally, I had been browsing Classic and Sports 
Car at the same time and seen an advert on Terry Bone's website for an ex TC race car, no engine 
and gearbox but everything else important was there.  I was not interested in a standard road car, 
but a competition TC ticked all the boxes and the deal was done. 

The car was converted into a race car in 1979 by Brown and Gammons for Will Corry who raced the 
car both in the MGCC T Register Championship, and in N Ireland during the 70's and 80's, and who 
eventually became chairman of the MGCC in 1991. Many of the modifications were based on Gerry 
Brown's very successful T Race car of the period. 

Between 2001 and 2003, as the car had been standing for some 15 years, I completely stripped down 
the chassis and body which was rebuilt / re-sprayed. An engine and gearbox were sourced, and the 
car was re registered for road use in 2003, where I digress: 

When I bought the TC in 2001 I knew it had no identification. The guarantee plate was missing, and 
the chassis number had been partially removed leaving only "TC" visible, and there was no Log Book. 

After the rebuild was completed in 2003, I needed to re-register the car for road use, and the 
application was endorsed by the MGCC T Register DVLA rep. Research had suggested that the car 
was 1947 manufacture. After being inspected by the local DVLA office the car was given registration 
number PAS 337 together with a modern 16-digit Vin Number and declared year of manufacture of 
1947.  

I always had a nagging thought it would be nice to trace the original chassis number. By that time, I 
had managed to contact a previous owner who had registered the car with the T Register in 1974, 
and I now knew the chassis number was alleged to be TC 3102, as I had surmised a 1947 car, but how 
could I prove it? 

I became aware of a process of etching the damaged area using a substance called Fry's Reagent, 
used by metallurgists or forensic scientists for etching ferrous metals, most commonly for visual 
recovery of ground off stamped serial numbers on cast iron, steel, engine or firearm parts. 

The area was etched and after about 15 minutes of gentle wiping faint numbers began to appear, 
eventually most of the 3 and all the 102 could clearly be seen all in the same font that the factory 
used, even down to the smaller size 0. 

The MGCC T Register have accepted that the 
TC is chassis 3102 (the provenance lies with 
the chassis No, not the guarantee plate) and 
have amended their records accordingly, 
and the good news now is that the DVLA 
have also agreed that I can re-stamp my 
chassis with its original number. 

To continue: At this stage the specification 
was 1350cc, Laystall Cylinder Head, 1.5" SU's, 
extractor manifold, fast road cam, together 
with all the B&G chassis modifications (anti 
tramp bars, radius and panhard rods and 15" 
wheels and roll cage).   
Its first competitive outing was in September 
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2003 at Wiscombe Hill Climb, some forty years since my last event 
in my first TC and 1.5 seconds slower! Back to the drawing board. 
Since my first TC, I was always a fan of supercharging, all that 
extra power and torque. The search was on and in 2005 I 
purchased a Marshall J75 Supercharger, initially blowing at 5 lbs/
in2  and latterly 10 lbs/in2  The engine was now giving a reliable 100 

bhp at the flywheel and four seconds quicker at Wiscombe! 

The engine is based on a "round hole" TD block bored to 69.0mm 
with standard crank, rods, pistons and lightened flywheel. The 
continual quest for more power has resulted in further re-bores to 
69.5, and subsequently 70.0mm (1387cc) with no signs of going 
through into the waterways - yet!  A decompression plate has 
been fitted to the cylinder head to keep the c/r below 8 : 1. A 
special  camshaft from Newman Cams and upgrade of 
supercharger to a Marshall J100 delivering 10lbs/in2    boost now 

gives approximately 120hp at the flywheel on the rolling road.  

Transmission is via an MGB clutch, TC gearbox and Ford 
differential, although I do have a close ratio Ford Type 9, 5 speed 

box that provides superb drivability, especially on long road runs.  

To date the car has competed in over 80 speed events mostly Hill 
climbs which I find more challenging than the wide-open spaces 
of Sprint Courses and are more suited for classic cars of our period.  
Since 2005 I have entered the MGCC Luffield Speed 
Championship gaining several class awards.   Reliability has been 
impressive. Over the 15 years I have been competing I have only 
been stopped three times, once with a seized piston at Aintree, a 
stripped distributor drive at Harewood, and a broken half shaft at 
Bo'ness last year, and only one case of driver error!  Particularly 
satisfying was breaking the forty second barrier at Shelsley Walsh. I 
usually endeavour to do six or seven events each year and find 
“North of the Border” events at Doune and Bo’ness most 

enjoyable. For 2019 I hope to venture to the Isle of Man. 

As well as competition, I have clocked up 15,000 road miles. 
Notable journeys include the MGCC European Event of the Year 
in Aviemore, A trip to Angouleme in 2014, and a drive to southern 
France in 2016, together with several TTT2 and T Register Tours all 
without any problems. For road use I have a full windscreen and 

hood which fits over the roll cage. 

In 2014 the car had its fifteen minutes of fame when it featured in 
the Channel 4 TV Programme "For The Love of Cars" driven by Phill 

Glenister at Shelsley Walsh. 

First published in Totally T Type 2, magazine of the MG ‘T’ Society 

FROM THE  
TREASURER 

Leslie Duncan 

All has been quiet on the 
Banking front throughout 

2018. 

Our Club year end is nearly at 
a close and, again, without 
wishing to pre-judge the AGM 
report that I will give, I am 
able to say that we have had 
another successful year 
financially and have a 
healthy bank balance, which 
is a similar amount to this time 
last year.  At the time of 
writing, we have not taken 
any advance entry fees for 
2019 events, but by the time 
you read this, we will have 
started taking bookings for 

the 2019 3 Day Tour. 

Between events sponsorship 
and that of  general 
sponsorship for the Centre, we 
have so far received £2,250, 
which is nearly double our net 
surplus for the year to date. I 
would like to thank our 
sponsors most sincerely for 

their support. 

The net income from events is 
close to break-even this year 
so far. This is due to the 
decision not to charge entry 
fees for the one day runs and 
shows etc. Because of our 
healthy bank balance, I will 
be suggesting to the 
committee that we repeat 

this process during 2019. 

Our regalia officers, Tony 
Smith ably assisted by Lorraine 
Noble-Thompson, have also 
produced what is likely to be 

an excellent surplus for 2018. 

I would like to thank those 
members who participated in 
the raffle at the 3 Day tour. A 
donation of the full proceeds 
was made to the Beatson 

cancer charity, back in May. 

Our overheads are well under 

control. 
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EUROPEAN EVENTS 
OF THE YEAR 
Bob MacGillivray 

I’m not quite sure how long MG Car Club European 
Events of the Year (EEOTY) have been held but at a 
guess it must be around 30 years. As far as I am aware, 
to a degree, the idea was to give mainland Europe a 
flagship event in the way that the UK has MG Live. 

Many years ago there were some from the Centre who 
ventured across to support the event but interest really gained momentum when we first voiced our 
interest in running EEOTY in Scotland.  That in itself caused a few raised eyebrows at all levels in the 
MGCC world as we were one of the smallest Centres in the UK and the event had been designed for 
national clubs, not for CRBs. 

Once we had the go ahead to stage the event, a group visited EEOTY Belgium in 2011 and then 
Sweden in 2012 in order to promote our event and to see how others did it.  In actual fact though, the 
basic EEOTY structure was similar to what we had done for a number of years on our Three Day Tours, 
i.e. Select a decent hotel in an interesting area, arrange some interesting runs and visits, eat well and 
have a glass of wine or three, throw in a few novelty items and that was it. I know that makes it sound 
simple, but we were three years in the planning. 

The year after our event, in 2014, Denmark were responsible and again we supported it. Not many 
made the trip to Holland in 2015 as it clashed with MG Live (it’s not supposed to do that!) but we 
were in France in 2016 but the following two years in 2017 in Portugal and 2018 in Switzerland, I don’t 
think any Caledonian cars went. 

Some of you will know that the last two events have met with some criticism in terms of the 
organization and that’s very unfortunate as the standard is generally very high. In 2019 Spain will host 
the event in Barcelona, and in rather controversial circumstances as Denmark had planned to host it 
and in 2020, the event will be near Würzburg in the River Main area of Germany from August 5th to 
the 9th. 

I think we can expect that just as we raised the standard in 2013, Germany will do again in 2020.  It’s a 
wine growing area, with good roads, restaurants etc.  A lot of the fun in attending is actually in 
getting there and back especially if we travel in a group.  Some may wish to stay longer and make a 
holiday out of it. 

So my question is… Can we get a group together for Germany in 2020?  There is plenty of time to 
organize this and actual bookings probably will not open until near the end of this year. When they 
open it will be essential to book early. If you are interested let me know please. 
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TECHNICAL DAY  
Sunday 17th February 

 

It is back to Dreadnought 

Garage and the very 

accommodating Brian Luti for 

our Technical Day.   

We will, as in previous years 

meet for lunch around 

12/12.30pm at the Old Rectory 

before going down to the 

garage for 2pm. 

The topics to be covered will be 

wide and varied interspersed 

with stories from Brian Luti! 

If there is a topic you would like 

covered then let us know. 

FROM THE  
EDITOR 

Bob MacGillivray 

I hope you enjoy this issue of 
our annual Newsletter.  I have 
tried to cover a wide range of 
models and interests so 
hopefully there is something for 
everyone! Most of the articles 
are from Caledonian people 
but the T type article is by Keith 
Beningfield from south of the 
border.  However he and his 
wife Margaret are regulars on 
our 3 Day Tour and at Bo’ness 
so they are ‘virtual ly’ 
members! 

I’m always pleased to receive 
articles for a future Newsletter 
so if you have an article on a 
car, a restoration or a trip then 
please get in touch. 

Speaking of getting in touch 
may I ask those of you who 
have not given your OK to 
receive emails from the Centre 
to do so now.  We send out 
monthly updates and if you 
are not in receipt then it’s 
because we need your email 
address and permission.  GDPR 
rules! 

And finally there is a short 
questionnaire enclosed.  To 
help the committee run events 
that you would like, please 
complete the form and return 
it to Nancy Crichton. 

Hope you enjoy your read! 

SPRING EVENTS 
Even though we are still in the depths of Winter, Spring is not far 
away!  But in the meantime there are still some Caledonian events 
for you to consider. 

There is a separate advert in this issue for our Film Night in 
Kirkintilloch Golf Club on January 24th.  The food there is always 
good and even if it’s cold outside it will be warm inside, and with a 
broad range of motoring films and other entertainment, it should 
be a good night. Check the website. 

Our first run will be on February 9th when you can bring any car 
you like.  The ‘Ain Car Run’ will be based around the Clyde Coast 
and organized by Tony Smith, again check the website. 

On the following Sunday (17th), we have our annual Technical Day 
at Dreadnought Garage. We will meet for lunch beforehand and 
again it would help if you would book through the website.  We 
also need topics you would like covered so let us know if you have 
anything in mind. 

In March we have a Freddy Mercury Tribute Night in Pitlochry on 
the 9th and a lunch at Airth Castle Hotel on the 17th. 

The first proper MG run will be on April 14 when our Satellite run will 
have 3 start points all converging on an eatery in central Scotland.  
More details to follow so as always keep your eye on the website! 

So Winter or Spring there is plenty to do!  Check the website and 
get booking! 
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I no longer buy many magazines 
from newsagents, although I 
probably should to support small 
businesses, but I almost did 
today! The local newsstand had 
the latest issue of Practical 
Classics and an article on the 
MG ZED range caught my eye 
which after a quick browse 
confirmed what I already knew… 
How good and how undervalued 
these cars are! 

I’ve owned 6 ZTs, a single 260 
saloon and the other 5 were ZTTs, 
2 ZR hatches and a ZR 160 
Express and to my shame, at 
least so far, no ZS, yet!  So you 
are correct, I like them! 

Most of them have had a wee bit of history or been different in some way.  The first ZTT was actually a 
pre-production Rover 75 Tourer which when transferred by Rover to MG Sport and Racing was fitted 
with ZTT grille etc, painted in X Power Grey and Green and used as a support vehicle mostly for the 
MG X Power cycle team. I had it logo’d up to promote EEOTY 2013 and our sponsors in which guise it 
attended EEOTY 2011 in Belgium. It had an auto box and that must have sapped some horses as it 
was far from the quickest MG round Spa! 

Then there was the 260 SE, finished in one of the Monogram paint colours of Mirage. Owned that for 
about 4 years and enjoyed it but eventually put it away but not before it was joined by a manual 190 
Plus ZTT bought partly because it too was Mirage. Only when the car arrived (I had bought it off Ebay) 
did I realise there were two Mirage colours, named strangely enough as Mirage 1 and 2 and rather 
than having a matching pair… I had one of each! This ZTT was the actual support car used at 
Aviemore in 2013 complete with flashing beacons and also for occasionally towing my race Midget 
and the Centre’s trailer, not at the same time. I still own it! 

But then I noticed in ‘Safety Fast’ MGCC Kimber House advertising their 190 ZTT for sale, finished in 
Ignition Blue I bought it to use while the Mirage car received some attention but it as it wasn’t a 190 
Plus it came without a sunroof. It was a good car but I missed a roof and I eventually sold it … I should 
probably have kept it! 

And later I succumbed again, this time to the wiles of a Le Mans Green ZTT again advertised in SF. This 
had apparently been an MG Rover dual fuel development car so ran economically on LPG and 
pretty well on petrol. I liked it but every time I parked it at home the Mirage car would look at me….  
So Le Mans Green was also sold! 

And that was it until very recently…… This time on Facebook, I noticed a posting by David Knowles 
who was selling his one owner ZTT 190 Plus which he had watched being built on the factory 

production line.  Finished in Zircon 
Silver it was, I mean is, a nice car 
and was bought to join the fleet! 
And Yes the Mirage is still here! 

So why a ZTT 190?  Personally I think 
they are still good looking cars 
especially pre face lift with the mesh 
grille.  They are quick… enough, 
economical… enough, good tow 
cars and very practical! Should you 
wish to, you could carry a coffin in 
the back! My original car had many 
BMW stamped items on it and the 
BMW quality is apparent throughout.  
And if I compared them with a 
260…. The V8 makes a lovely noise 
but as an everyday car the 190 is a 
preferred driver. 

Bob MacGillivray 
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And the ZRs? First one was ex MG Sport & Racing and had been used in the ZR Rally Challenge, so 
came with full cage, rally equipment etc. I liked it, although Janet was less than impressed by having 
to climb over the door bars, and thought of converting it for sprint use but then an offer came along 
and that was it…..! 

And then while at Glamis a few years ago I spotted at 160 in Spectre (another Monogram colour) 
and with full leather. It needed some paint and bodywork, so when I came to sell it that put most 
people off as paint is about £500/litre!. Eventually it went to Paul Luti who wanted another 160 engine 
but by the time he tried to sell the stripped shell for not a lot of money he was almost receiving death 
threats when he suggested he might scrap this Monogram shell!  Someone came from the deep 
south to save it. 

And the Express? It’s a favourite of 
mine! One of only 70 built, finished in 
Trophy Blue with blue Monaco seats, 
it’s a 160bhp roller skate!  Really good 
fun to drive.. and Yes I know it’s a van! 
But it’s a modern equivalent of the 
original MG High Speed Van! 

So that’s it…. Unless I find a nice ZS 180 
with body kit and Extreme wing….. 

So should you consider one? Definitely 
Yes. They are at the moment 
remarkably inexpensive, spares are 
easily obtained and they are good to 
drive. Look for one with history, 
preferably in a Monogram colour and 
with a nice trim package.  And which 
engine? Can’t beat the 2.5 litre V6 in a 
ZS or ZT and the 160 in a ZR, you won’t 
regret it!  
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One of the responsibilities of 
preparing this Newsletter is that of 
having to co-erce unwilling scribes 
into producing something suitable 
for general use. Last year in 2018 
the Ulster Centre celebrated their 
50th Anniversary and ran a special 
Jubilee Tour and I was intending to 
go but unfortunately had to 

cancel.  However other Caledonian 
members did go and so I invited our 
resident Irish Webmaster to produce 
a short report. This he did but he 
also invited other members Anne 
Howitt and Sue Wagstaff to do 
likewise and as a result I have three 
reports! Should never have asked 
an Irishman….! 

So this article contains extracts from all three reports and since ‘a picture paints a thousand words’ 
there are several pics!  By all accounts it was an excellent event! 

‘Lynn and I left Perth in Thelma, the TD, in great weather prepared for an 
adventure. It was a long drive from Perth to Cairnryan where we had to 
catch the ferry but as it was the day of the royal wedding it was necessary 
to stop in a lay-by about noon to watch the arrival of the wedding dress on 
iPad (and take a selfie)’ Anne Howitt 

‘Arriving in Carrickfergus at the Loughshore Hotel, on the Saturday before 
the event was due to start, it was good to greet MG friends from all corners 
of the UK, plus a nice little nucleus of MG Enthusiasts from south of the 
border, and a very convivial evening was had. We also took the 
opportunity of meeting up with a great couple from Larne, whom we 
travelled with earlier in the year in Cambodia, and who had the audacity 
to arrive in a MX5! We were however impressed with the automatic roof 
which in Ulster could well be very handy’.  Sue Wagstaff 

‘Sunday was a fine day, which is to say it wasn’t actually raining’ Sue 
Wagstaff 

‘Day one took us north and east via Glenariff travelling along the famous 
Antrim Coast Road and thence to the lovely Roe Park Resort near Limavady which was to be our 
base for the next three days.’ Anne Howitt 

‘we only realised we’d crossed the 
border when the speed limit 
suddenly switched from mph to 
kph.’ Sue Wagstaff 

‘On the last day, the sun came out 
so we drove along the Costa del 
Antrim in Mediterranean sunshine, 
avoiding the Giants Causeway 
and its myriad of coaches, as we 
had been there previously. We 
instead parked and walked across 
the rope bridge at Carrick-a-Rede 
before driving round Torr Head. The 
narrow steep sheep lined lanes 
leading to remote Murlough Bay 
with views of Scotland was right 
out of a typical Caledonian route 
book’.  Sue Wagstaff 

‘Possibly our most interesting part, 
that was not on the itinerary, was a 

Bob MacGillivray 
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This is our 3rd Annual Fish, Film Night and Ladies Night. 
As before we will have a selection of MG, Motoring & 

Motor Sport films available. Most we hope you will not 
have seen before. We believe you will enjoy the evening! 

As before if anyone has any old MG or Scottish motor sport 
items that might be suitable to show then please get in 

touch. 
The Golf Club will supply a light supper at a cost of £6.50 
per head. There is a choice of menu and it will be helpful if 

you could let us know your choice when booking. 

For those who don’t want to watch films Nancy Crichton 
will arrange alternative entertainment!  Thursday 24th January 6.30pm 

The AGM this year will again be 
held in the Royal Hotel, Bridge of 
Allan, gathering at 7.00pm for 
coffee, tea and biscuits before 
the meeting at 7.30pm. 

Under MG Car Club rules, the 
Honorary President, Chairman, 
Secretary and Treasurer have to 
stand down each year but can 
stand for re-election. 

Committee members are also 
required to step down after three 
years. This year there are no 
committee members required to 
step down and there are 3 
places to be filled to make our 
complement of 12, agreed at an 
AGM. 

Nominations for these posts 
should be in the hands of the 
Secretary no later than Monday 
18th March 2019, please seek the 
approval of anyone you wish to 
n om i n a te  an d  u s e  th e 
nomination paper enclosed. 
Please note all nominations must 
have a proposer and seconder. 

Please come along and support 
your committee, since it is your 
opportunity to have your say on 
all matters relating to the Centre. 

Nomination papers can be 
emailed to 

mgcalsec@yahoo.com  
or posted to 

Nancy Crichton, 42 Turnberry 
Gardens, Cumbernauld, G68 0AZ. 

Annual General 
Meeting 

Tuesday 2nd April 2019 

To be held at  
Kirkintilloch Golf Club 

visit to Grannie Annies a 
fabulous Eatery in Limavady, 
the food was good but the 
décor was really something 
different, The Gents sported 
Petrol Pump nozzles as taps, 
spanners as door handles and 
an array of hub caps 
decorated the walls. The Ladies 
was similar with a “room” on the 
ceiling and galvanized pails as 
wash basins, it has to be seen to 
be believed.’ Willy Scott 

‘Our hosts, the Ulster Centre, 
were most welcoming as were 
the staff of the hotel. All in all 
we had a splendid tour with 
huge thanks for the hard work 
of all those preparing the 
Golden Jubilee event and 
delighted to say we returned 
home without incident. Well 
done Thelma. She never missed 
a beat.’ Anne Howitt 

PRESIDENT’S  
WAFFLE 

Ron Spinks 

Happy New Year to you all!  
I have not been able to get 
to many events this year 
due to age but it’s good to 
see that Caledonian events 
are still well supported and 
attended.  We certainly 
had a summer ideal for MG 
motoring! Hopefully 2019 
will be the same! 

I ran a P type for many 
years and its good to see 
that older MGs are still 
cherished and used in the 
Centre.  They are getting to 
be few and far between 
but Joe Public does enjoy 
seeing them but no matter 
which model you have, 
ancient or modern, I wish 
you many happy miles in 
2019. 

mailto:mgcalsec@yahoo.com
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Scottish MGA Day - Sunday 29th July 2018 
Paul Dean 

A touch of the Dunkirk spirit was needed for this 
occasion because after months of planning in 
glorious Scottish sunshine, the heavens opened on 

the day.  

Undeterred by the weather and after excellent 
coffee, bacon rolls and tray bakes at the rather 
superb new Bannockburn Centre the nine MGAs 
hailing from as far afield as Denmark and Devon set 
off.   By the way, other run organisers may consider 
this as a starting point if they are requiring to start in 
the south end of Stirling as we did, and they did a 
very good job providing us with our own private 

room.   

In heavy rain we headed to the Carron Valley then 
alongside the reservoir and the scenic descent to 
Fintry.  We proceeded via Arnprior, Port of Monteith 
and Aberfoyle to Stronachlachar at the head of Loch 
Katrine. Here some serious drying out and towel 
wringing was the order of the day for the Roadster owners, see 
photo!  We were pleasantly surprised to discover that our elderly 
hood and side-screens didn’t seem to fit as badly as some 

others!  

A short drive took us to our lunch venue at the Lochs and Glens 
Inversnaid Hotel on the quiet side of Loch Lomond. They don’t 
normally offer lunch but opened up the dining room for us, and 
provided a good value lunch. We should have had a superb 
view of Loch Lomond, if we could have seen it through the rain! 
See the photo taken on route checking run a few days earlier.  
By the way if you are planning to drive this great dead end drive 
from Aberfoyle to the two Lochs do avoid the hours of 10 to 
11am, and 4 to 5 pm. These are the times when, on some days, 
Lochs and Glens have three 57 seat coaches driving to or from 

their hotel.   

After returning to Aberfoyle, our drive took us on the Trossachs 
Trail over the Dukes Pass which proved much more pleasant as 
the weather gradually improved. After passing Lochs Achray 
and Venachar we skirted around Callander using minor roads 
and then passed through Thornton on our way to our finishing 

venue at the Woodhouse Coffee Shop.  

The sun came out to allow us the usual opportunity for car 
admiration. The highlight was admiring Jeff and Pat’s beautiful, 
although not always reliable, twin cam engine that had brought 
them all the way from Exeter, see photo. On their last trip to 
Scotland they blew a head gasket in the Borders which Dave 
Stewart fixed, and fitted a 5 speed gearbox, but this time all 

went well.  

Unfortunately Henri and Herdis, our Danish visitors, suffered the 
only mechanical issue when their Chinese repro distributor cap 
cracked. They were ready for it and had a spare old BMC one 
that worked beautifully. Incidentally the photo of the green car 
in front of the telephone box is their car. The reason for them 
wanting this photo is that back home in Denmark they have a 
friend who has one of these British icons and always takes photos 
of visiting classic cars in front of his box so Henri and Herdis are 
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now taking photos of their car in front of all the boxes they 

find in the UK. 

Before closing I must make a special mention of Peter 
Long’s Navigator Lyn Rutherford. She is the daughter of a 
lifelong friend of Peter who has been lobbying for a ride in 
Peter’s ‘old sportscar’ ever since she found out her big 
sister had been driven ‘round the block’ in it several years 
ago. Well rather than a drive around the block Lyn got this 
rather epic drive to navigate. She was the life and soul of 
the day and enjoyed it so much that she has already 
asked Peter if she can come next year as well! See photo 
of them high fiving over the car at the finish. 

After more banter we headed our separate ways. In some 
ways the rain gave us quite picturesque views of the lovely 
Scottish scenery following as it did on such a scorching 
summer and everyone seemed to enjoy themselves. Many 
thanks to all attendees for turning up! 
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PRESENTATION TIME  
One of the calendar fixtures is the November 
lunch and this year’s was particularly well 
attended as two presentations were made.  The 
Dughall Leask award for Endeavour involving pre 
1955 MGs went to Ian Lindley and Bill and Karen 
Niven for their work in organizing the very 
successful Border Reivers Raid in Peebles when 
around 50 MMM cars and owners from 6 different 
countries attended. 

Janet MacGillivray was also presented with flowers 
as an appreciation of her catering work at shows 
over the last 10 years. 

The pics show Adele Rand, Tony Smith and Nancy 
Crichton making the presentations. 


